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SUBJ: POSSIBLE CONFRONTATION BETWEEN PRESIDENT 
AND MILITARY, H 

CINCSO FOR POLAD 

REF: MVD 3331 

1. SUMMARY: LATEST CONFRONTATION BETWEEN PRESIDENT BORDABERRY 
AND ELEMENTS OF MILITARY APPEARS TO HAVE SUBSIDED WITH SWEARING 
IN ON NOVEMBER 12 OF ECHEVARRIA LEUNDA TO SALTO GRANDE COM- 
MISSION. ALTHOUGH BORDABERRY'S WILL PREDOMINATED, HIS PRESIDENCY 

IS NOT STRENGTHENED BY ANY CONFRONTATION WITH THE MILITARY WHICH IS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY HIS MAJOR BASE OF SUPPORT AND MAJOR THREAT TO HIS 
CONTINUATION IN OFFICE. 

2. JORGE ECHEVARRIA LEUNDA WAS SWORN IN MORNING OF 
NOVEMBER 12 AS HEAD OF URUGAYAN DELEGATION TOMIXED TECH- 
NICAL COMMISSION OF SALTO GRANDE. FONMIN BLANCO'S REMARKS 

AT CEREMONY REITERATED GOU'S FAITH IN ECHEVARRIA AND MADE CLEAR 
BLANCO S CLOSE PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP AND RESPECT FOR HIM. 

3. ECHEVARRIA SPENT THE WEEKEND IN SEMI-HIDING, SLEEPING AT THE 
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CROWDED SUNDAY MASS. HE SAID THERE WERE NO INDICATIONS HE WAS 
BEING SOUGHT OR EVEN FOLLOWED. CONSEQUENTLY. WE NOW INCLINED 
TO BELIEVE SOME ELEMENTS OF MILITARY HAD CIRCULATED RUMORS ABOUT 
SEARCHING FOR HIM EITHER TO SEE HOW FAR PRESIDENT BORDABERRY 
WULD GO IN STANDING UP FORHIM OR TO FRIGHTEN ECHEVARRIA SO HE 
WOULD EITHER FLEE OR NOT ACCEPT SALTO GRAND POSITION. 

4. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT SOME ELEMENTS OF THE MILITARY (WITH 
RUMORS CENTERING ON GENERAL GREGORIO ALVAREZ, CHIEF OF JOINT 
STAFF AND OF NTIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SECRETARIAT, AND GENERAL 
ESTEBAN CRISTI, FIRST DIVISION COMMANDER) DIFFERED WITH CINCS 

ON ECHEVARRIA MATTER AS THE FORMER ARE SEEKING MILITARY VETO OVER 
FUTURE PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND, PERHAPS, BECAUSE THEY HAD 
BEEN EXPECTING THAT RETIRD GENERAL MARIO AGUERRONDO WOULD 
OBTAIN PRESIDENCY SALTO GRANDE COMMISSION. 

5. UNLESS ECHEVARRIA DETAINED AGAIN, WHICH SEEM UNLIKELY, 

IT APPEARS THAT BORDABERRY CAME OUT ON TOP IN THIS CASE. 
NEVERTHELESS, EVERY CONFRONTATION WITH MILITARY LEADERS 
PROBABLY SERVES TO WEAKEN, RATHER THAN STRENGTHEN, HIS POSITION. 
SIRACUSA 
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